
 

 

 
MEDIA RELEASE STRICTLY EMBARGOED (UNTIL 11.15AM, TUESDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2020)    

NEW AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN’S LAUREATE ANNOUNCED 

The Australian Children’s Laureate Foundation is pleased to announce that the prestigious 
Australian Children’s Laureate for 2020-21 is award-winning author, Ursula Dubosarsky. An 
event to honour Ursula’s appointment as the new Laureate will be held at the National Library in 
Canberra on Tuesday 11 February at 10.30am. 

Says Ursula Dubosarsky, “Now, more than ever, we need to continue to promote the vital role of 
creativity and reading in children’s lives. I am thrilled to be appointed to such a significant role in the 
Australian literary landscape.” 

The Laureate is the national ambassador for reading and Australian children’s literature, speaking on 
behalf of all creators and of the entire industry representing reading advocates, educators, 
librarians, booksellers and publishers. Appointed every two years to promote the importance and 
transformational power of reading, creativity and story in the lives of young Australians, the 
Children’s Laureate spends extensive time speaking directly with children, education specialists, 
government ministers and librarians, in both metropolitan and regional communities across the 
country.  

Established in the United Kingdom over 20 years ago, the role of the Children’s Laureate was so 
successful the program launched in Australia in 2008, with Laureates now across Finland, The 
Netherlands, Ireland, Mexico, Sweden and Wales. Founded in Australia by the Australian Children’s 
Laureate Foundation (ACLF) this esteemed and important role has been held by Australian children’s 
literature powerhouses including Alison Lester, Boori Monty Pryor, Jackie French, Leigh Hobbs and 
the outgoing Laureate Morris Gleitzman.  

Ursula Dubosarsky is the author of over 60 books for children and young adults. She has won many 
national prizes, including the NSW, Victorian, South Australian and Queensland Premier’s Literary 
Awards, the Children’s Book Council Book of the Year Award, and has been nominated for the 
international Hans Christian Andersen Award and the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award for children’s 
literature. Her books have been published widely across the world and translated into fourteen 
different languages.  

The theme for Ursula Dubosarsky’s two-year term as Australian Children’s Laureate is Read For Your 
Life.  “My intention wherever I go as Laureate over the next two years is to make an inspiring call to 
children, parents, teachers everyone to encourage children to join their local library and get their 
own library card. To create a generation of readers – readers who will continue to read their whole 
life long - children need access to a lot of books, all kind of books,  more books than any one family 
or even school can every provide”, said Dubosarsky."  
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Bruce Ellis, Chair ACLF says, “The Board of ACLF is delighted that Ursula Dubosarsky has been 
appointed the Australian Children's Laureate for 2020-21. Ursula has a wonderful body of work 
spanning many years and we are excited about the passion she will no doubt bring to the role during 
the next two years. Throughout all the discussions we have had with Ursula she has shown us a real 
desire to bring her own style to the Laureate and we can't wait to see how she enriches the lives of 
young Australians through the power of story.” 

To find out more visit www.childrenslaureate.org.au.  
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